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Table 1. List of tsunamigenic earthquakes in Central
America during 1732-2003.

Location Magnitude
Date Lat. Long. Ms m Tsunami height
N W

173211 25 Mexico - - - 1.5 Acapulco 3m
1754 1X 1 ” - - - 2 Acapulco 3-4m
1773 VI 3  Guatemala - - - -
1787 111 28  Mexico 16.5° 98.5° 8.2 2.5 Acapulco 8.5m
17871V 3 ” 15.2 97 7.2 1 Tehuantepec (2-3m)
1820V 4 ” 17.2 99.6 7.6 1.5 Acapulco 3-4m
1833 1l 10 ” - - - 0.5 Acapuluco
1834 Il 15 " - - 7 0
1837 Vil 9 ” - - 6.5 0 Acapulco
1837 X 18 i - - 7 0 "
18451V 7 " 16.6 99.2 7.9 1.5 Acapulco (3-4m)
1852 XI 4 " 17 100 - 0 Acapulco
1854 IV 16  El Salvador 13.8 89.2 - -
1854VIll 7 Costa Rica 8.5 83.0 7.2 1.5 G. Dulce (3-4m)
1856 VIl 4 Honduras - - - 1?
1859 VIl 25 El Salvador 13.0 89.0 6.3 15 La Union (2-3m)
1859 XIl 9 i 13.2 90.0 7 15 Acajutla (3m)
1870V 11 Mexico 158 96.7 79 -
1875111 9 ” 194 104.6 14 0
18821X 7 Panama 9.0 79.0 15 1 G. Panama (1.5m)
1884 X1 5 " 9.1 794 - -
1891 VIl 30  Mexico 32.1 114.0 6.5 - G. California
1897 VI 5 ” 16.9 944 74 0
1902 1l 26 El Salvador 13.0 89.0 - 2 Acajutla (5-8m)
19051 20  Costa Rica - - - -
1907 IV 15  Mexico 170 100.0 7.1 1 Acapulco ' 185¢cm
1909 Vii 30 " 17.0 1005 7.4 0 Acapulco inundated
19151X 7  Guatemala 140 92.0 79 05
1916 V25  El Salvador 12.0 90.0 715 -
1925 X1 16  Mexico 185 107.0 70 2" Sihuatanejo 10m
1928 VI 17 " 16.2 98.0 78 1 P. Angel (3m)
1932 VI 3 " 195 104.3 8.2 2 Manzanillo (4-5m)
1932 VI 18 " 195 104.3 18 1* Manzanillo (2-3m)
1932 Vi 22 ” 19.0 1045 6.9 2*  Cihuatlan 6m
1934 VIl 18 Panama 8.0 825 76 15 P. Arumuellas (3m)
1941 Xll 5 Costa Rica 85 83.0 76 —1% Puntarenas 22cm
1941 X1l 6 i 85 84.0 70 -2 Puntarenas 8cm
1948 XIl 4  Mexico 220 1055 6.9 15 Maria Madre 1s.(4m)
1950 X 5 Nicaragua 110 85.0 1.7 -1* Puntarenas 10cm
1950 X 23 Guatemala 145 915 7.2 —1% San Jose 20cm
1950 Xll 14 Mexico 16.0 975 741 -15 Acapulco 30cm
1957 VIl 28 " 16.7 99.2 15 1 Acapulco 255cm
1962V 11 " 17.0 99.6 7.0 -1%  Acapulco 75cm
1973 1 30 i 185 1029 73 o* near source 1m
1978 Xi 29 i 16.1 96.6 76 -
1985 IX 19 ” 18.3 102.5 8.1 25" L.Cardenas 4-5m
1985 IX 21 " 178 101.7 15 1? Acapulco 123cm
1992 IX 2 Nicaragua 118 874 7.2 25"  El Transito 9.9m
1995 X 9 Mexico 19.15 104.22 73 2" Manzanillo 2.5m
2001 | 13  El Salvador 13.1 88.8 78 -
2003 | 22 Mexico 18.84 103.82 7.3 1* Manzanillo 122cm

Epicenters and earthquake magnitudes, Ms, quoted from Ka. Abe(1981) and Utsu(1990).
m: Tsunami magnitude of Imamura-lida scale quoted from Soloviev and Go(1985).

*: Values estimated by the author’s method using tsunami height—distance (Hatori, 1995).
o Observed in Japan.
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