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(1) %%P% [11]. House of Beauty....1089
4th St. (20H,)
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TR®*¥ 2 W.H. Griffin (1984) : Dark
Disaster, '64,/’ 844 V) DR

1. Nielsen's Hardware...2991St. (10H.)
(BFTHEE. 4 ~6 71— POBRK, W
(Hardware), Hldéh (appliance), %z {fi
§h (fixture) DA% ) OEFITA S, ]
(i : HWAH S H 5 L, Hardware, gifts,
plumbing, garden tools, light fixtures’ &'%¢
dho I ABAKEVED, EHE (CKIH
2 88, U.C.Bank®D < % — ¥ + —Quigley®
bD) NHREBE-> THloh Do TWEIERD
Do IFHIRIRBIEREY.)]
Between four to six feet of water was re-
corded which damaged a greater percentatge
of the hardware, appliance and fixtures.

2. United California Bank...936 3rd St. (12
H.)
[(SHHE. BATS5 74— FOBRK, &
gudan 7oA mIEaT g, < 4 — 2 v —Quigley
ORIz =— N+t F TN
Water reached a height of five feet within
the building destroying furniture, tellers'

counters and machinery supplies. The files
were soaked, but not beyond saving.

Manager Bob Quigley and Operations Of-
ficer Jim Johnston were at the Surf Hotel
listening to reports. They were safe on the
second story during the big wave, but their
respective autos were no so lucky. Nielson's
paint section inherited Bob's car while Jim's
ended up in the intersection.

3. Post Office...960 3rd St. (13§.)
(BERANI25.57 1 — F DK, BEM H
777Kk, BERNTA-LVEY 72D
E2~3EHOAN®EN T ahos7,
~KDOUKHIBEEXHE > TANAAR, ek
291K & ZICEEW L HERBERRO L ) 124
Lol

707k AM)=FDONRR TR (HiE
E:(44) ZVLANY L F - XAHHEOR) D
Fricdh o -8R M, $38EY T T257
= A A= (A

280 ELEYDOHIZHSFIDER b
Bt A PTCERESIRTWEA, w247
7-E=7 - AMRMTTHEN,]

The insdide of the post office had five and
one half feet of water and our mail delivery
trucks were drowned out.

Ken recalls,......When I looked down I Street
and saw water between 4th and 5th, I de-
cided to go down to the Post Office. As I went
to the back door, James Hembree, the Assis-
tant Postmaster, arrived. We opened the door
and water poured out the door like a small
falls. There wasn't much we could do that
night. The water had been about five feet
deep. Only two or three of the highest rows
of mailboxes were not reached by water.....

A big log went through the walls and when
the wave receded it sucked the letters out
like a vacuum cleaner.......

There was a mailbox on Front Street by
the bus depot which was moved about two
and a half blocks to 3rd Street. There was
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another box near 2nd and L Streets which
had been anchored in the cement, that was
carried to NcNamara and Peep's Mill.

4 . Fire Station...South corner 2nd and H

Street (14§,)

[Frontand J St.® 7 74 ¥ —K I W ER
va— PTRKEDMMARIEE, B HK
. No5+7 v 7T, Bp#30M T 5the J D
Jinz k7,

FRIASHIR S hu7ofk, K9, #HARN, &
Ara—bolgsL.)

A fire call was received from Crider resi-
dence at Front and J Streets because of an
electrical short. At that time the second wave
came in and Bud Hoffman, driving number

5 fire truck, raced the wave to 5th and J
Street, at 30 miles per hour.

After the destruction of the downtown
area, the Fire department had numerous
calls for fires, gas leaks and electrical shorts.

5. Daly's store... 964 3rd St. (15H.)
[PrbsE. =K THK L1841 » F8 K.
(HBMUHET,) WO FT7OsEA 47 1 — b

o lchbBHE, $C&FET714-IC

bhol, -HOFTIIMI O LD,

BRI 272k, WO EIETE-2WAIR

METKIZED 7]

The third surge flooded the floors with
about 18 inches of water.

Floyd and Dale trying to hold the front
doors, saw the water rise to four feet, then
seven feet outside in seconds.

Mr. Collins, finding the back door impos-
sible to open, climbed on the shelving, which
soon started to topple.

Dale barely managed to climb up on some
wall shelving, and all four were in water up
to their chins when the lights went out

6 . TREHEARNE'S....One block long be-

tween 2nd and 3rd Sts.onJ (16§.)

(BFsE. B2MI D5, 5714 -0
AW T &, CORTFTHARITEINI,

¥, 2R IR,

BRPOERK, M) TV 4+ [8] o
GNEMD, Ry -T75000) 0 (9] OBRHY
7 ANZET Mo 7]

Dianne and I remained at the Third Street
entrance while Harry ran front to Second
Street and lucky for us all hedid ! Our backs
were to Second Street so we would never have
seen "the big wave" as did Harry. With a
mighty yell to go upstairs, he covered the
length of the store in record time, I'm sure,
with approximately five feet of water at his
back which had blown in the door just inches
away from him.

We "flew" upstairs.

Lines were on fire, steam began rising from
the Triplicate, Ben Franklin's windows were
popping with glass flying in all directions.

7 . Case's Sport Shop...953 3rd St. (17H.)
B.EERIOL ABPAS .4 J0A AMPUR- T2
TE o

RKEIERENLIITH, FhTbo o,
BOFT7 N LD o7z, BEICHIT TV
DAL 7b—2ELTKIZEL-bDIX %
Mol WRLYRLIZ, BKEE 71—}
FEHE. ]

Although the building was torn loose from
its foundation and turned around, no win-
dows or doors were broken by this. The wa-
ter reached just to the stock of the guns on a
wall bracket, but not a single one was
knocked into the water.

8. Del Norte Triplicate...3rd and J St. (18
Ho.)
(BiiekE. 7N /b b)TYTA

bo ENRI¥E - $rBHE.

BRKE6 71— P81 F, ikikIZLDHH
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Bho o TRBMTH 7285, FETHR
POMAH, WY A NI E L
B, WHRAATLHMSIURENTLE 7]

The Del Norte Triplicate's newspaper and
commercial plant suffered heavy damage
when 6ft. 8 inches of water flooded the build-
ing, tossing 1300-1b. rolls of newsprint
around like mach sticks. ..

The Triplicate building, which once housed
a theatre, was severely damaged by the tidal
wave. Buckled in the middle and bulging out
from both sides, the building was condemned
and torn down.

9. Pykes Ben Franklin...1072 3rd St.... (19

o)

(BT eEsE. 113F( Lol b il o BE |2 Rk
DHLENH N . HMOKAEEOHUZ L
(2o 7o, “REOFEEARIAAL,
& hDOHFEKIESE 7 14— FEAS, LRHM
AL, BYAOBRKRIVLEYFINTY
Rudrd Lhkw, ey, BEFEHTS
Wi, BRI, FoEREnT
i, ]

Bud Pyke and others were trapped inside
by rising waters, along with Mary, an em-
ployee.

The doors had been locked to keep out ris-
ing warers, and, as it reached a level almost
to their heads on the outside doors, they
made a dash for the second story stock room.

10. Koffee Kup....1090 3rd (20¥.)

MEOKDOh %, @D IZO%ALEOANE
R L7, BSOS TE R, o
hEEDEHELIZRTFDY a X AWAIZST
o, RO 4 2 RERICHET O
THBVT, KBREfFEHH L,

Owners were caught cleaning up after the
first waves.

As the water grew higher they were forced
to flee. They waded out chest high, holding
hands, to the back doors leading to the street.

Because of the terrific water pressure Myrl
had to kick and force the doors open.
As their car went floating by, son John
tried to stop it and was hit by a floating log.
Myrl had Marian, who had remained, fear-
ing for her son's life, hold on to a telephone
pole while he rescued John.

11. House of Beauty....1089 4th St. (20
o)
(F7OFZH > 7o KELZTHOHA
Vo<l hBoTw/, LA L, 78,
IO EIZBWTH- - b0 T, 51&H
LOBIZH o7 bDRTRT®A TV,

Linda and Dean viewed their House of
Beauty. No longer was it beautiful as every-
thing in the shop was upside down. Their
large appointmtnt desk, that had once stood
near the front door, was across the room up-
side down.

The thing that surprised Linda was that
most of the things that had been on top of
the desk were dry, while everything in the
drawers were soaked.

12. Fashion Blacksmith Shop... (21K.)
(Fid (13]) DRk & h BFHE. EOK
BWThooKELZ T TN NO—F =9,
AT507 41— bikshr, EOEVERED
702 b - F7HAMEPEHK SN/, WX
D#EEARNLT 71— }]

A huge gravel loader parked behind the
shop was moved 50 feet by the force of the
water.

The huge metal door on the front of the
shop ended up at McNamara and Peep's, as
so many things in town did.

13. J.O.Hillers service station... (21§{.)
(SHAresE. B M) L KomMmiidho7:
Hillerst — ¥ A A7 4 ¥ a3 Zi3ghili T
Fenn (L2 (12]) OmMIZHK,
At Fashion Blacksmith, Rog. Long recalls:
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The J.O. Hillers service station on the cor-
ner of 2nd and K Streets collapsed and
washed into the south side of our building.

14. SAFEWAY...Full block between K and

L Sts. (225.)

(B dE. WL HEEKRN 4 71—
bo FREBNRIBENKE D72, KISKL
MIFLTH7ZERNDA T 9 — 13 M-l
Lo Tz,

The greatest damage was to the stock room
as the counters in the store, being bolted to
the floor, stayed upright.

Perry also found a gallon jug of wine firmly
wedged between the apron (a guard on the
freight elevator) still intact, although they
had a difficult time removing it.

15. G and G Liquors...285 L St. (23§.)

(SBATHsE. 23512 RIdEN, YA
TWAEMD N, Ridn$, LY D
EKIES 71— b,

G. Smedley suffered a $30,000 loss as ev-
ery brand and label was scatterd far and
wide, and very little was left but broken
glass.

16. Pete's Wilshire Station...284 L St. (23
o)
(e, Eac [15] Li3L#b M T
T, Fid (18] »HKiE6 7 1 —
Fol
We had a butane tank end up at
McNamara and Peepe's, and our tires were
found in Safeway.

17. Baker and Stanton...315 LSt. (23H.)
(B L Y BFE. 207 1 — F OBRAH
EO70 M FTHLAN, BLEhHHED—
a7z, WA IIMEEKIE 4 71—
ol
95 % of their stock was lost, as the force of
the water, along with a 20 foot log entered

the front of the store, tearing out windows
and a portion of the back wall.

18. Pete's Wilshire Station...284 L St. (24

Ho)

(L2 [16] &ML, B#KiE6 71— b.]

Pete Mullen remembers.

As I walked down L Street (couldn't drive
because of longs and debris), I walked by my
Wilshire station at 3rd and L Street and it
was a mess.....

I'm glad I wasn't in the station when the
big one hit. It was six feet deep on the gas
islands.

19. Baker and Stanton (24§{.)

(KA EDOEL LD [17] L0EL & H5E,
23HDOE FEOE WO it Appliances 7 5
b, AkOHE, WaER. 258 & R I
L, 2@OAMM, 1307 1 — LT 1/4
12 FROOMHIZFI6 7 1 — 85 ]

Leo Sullivan recalls.... The water broke out
the glass door and windows clear across the
front of the store.

I sent about twenty-five water damaged
T.V.'s to RCA for repairs, but they only re-
turned two of them. (I never had to make a
sevice call on those two.)

We measured the high water mark in di-
agonally opposite corners abou 130 feet
apart. The high water mark was about six
feet high with only 1/ 4 " difference between
the two corners.

20. McNamara and Peepe Lumber Co. (25

Ho)

(e, £, K, K- F, R, K

B, fITOMATHHRNK 2, MZ T,
X—=TN - w—=F8A [60-1] LEDOEK
b, SO TR EIZRR I NS,

If there was anything in town that didn't
end up in the vicinity of McNamara and
Peepe Lumber Co. and Hamilton Bros. Mill
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it would be hard to name. Cars, houses, boats,
funiture, clothes and everything you could
mention. Even dear Mable Martin and what
remained of her home, were found near here
at 10 : 30 A.M. the next morning.

21. Seaside Hospital (29¥.)
(ArhEsE. @A, FEsin)

Helen Skiles...has this ro report : "The hos-
pital received a total of 12 in-patients and
12 out-patients as flood victims. We were
without a telephone for quite sometime ;
however, two lines were restored about 5 a.m.

22. Mrs. Kate Molle ..south corner of 2nd
and D Sts. (30¥.)

(BATeEsE. MEL D HEKES 71—
Fo BHD N, RIIIWBRHEHID -7, KA
EefFbE, FehltLTEbLL, 7
Oy rR=FRRMATLES 7, AFROHD
Rilom, FEKICEHTITH-72, Zhb
BWFhbinih ol BAHE LA (B,
BB Heign 72, ]

Our was one of the old houses.

There was a double fireplace in the house.
The water raised the house up and pivoted
it around the fireplace. The front porch was
taken off. We had a china cupboard full of
dishes and dishes sitting on a wainscoting
and none of them were broken. When the
house came down, it broke at the side.

23. Helen Boone.....2nd and F. (30F.)

[B0HOEW L MZEEI L ) (BT,
& h#tEEKEL 71— b, BENT 74—
Fo

Y METHIN D B, BALEENS
MhmXHL, 507 14— MMILBHTHS—
FEASE BY MR DM 2 B DD o 7,
HTEBY, FAHIRZERH, RIIEVAEIC
ToTWT, FIIRANA-TEL, KO
REOFTRENT 71— bdolo ROTY)
LRTEPLZITNIIRRIFE TS,

FPATHLELRCLE, BRH3IIIHD

LN Bk, HBEORTH D, KD
(24] DERBHORE, ]

Hearing a starange noise, I got out of bed
and throwing a light weight bedspread over
my shoulders, went to investigate. As I did
my house was torn loose from its foundation
and floated for about 50 feet before one cor-
ner caught on something. I think it was a
car.

It was tilted at an angle, with one end up
in the air, and I stood at the lower end where
water came in.

The water was measured at a depth of
seven feet at my home, so I feel that the fact
that my house did tear loose and float, prob-
ably saved me from drowning.

24. Church of the Nazarene.....North corner

of 2nd and N Sts. (31, 138§.)

(# #i¥ . West corner of 2nd and F ®i%
. 3IHDNE, MEGHLY, Hid2 &
FOZI vl & 1, [68] Didht BH
nH,)

(BELiE) BT THMES> TH
T KX, $3MEHTTHNL, FTEN
Fo THMEOREEDOFTIZIEE - 72.]

the large bus they had traveled in was left
parked in front of the church.

The next morning the front of the bus was
up on the retaining wall between the church
and parsonage. The Boone house which had
been located across the street, had floated
up to Third Street and floated back to stop
on the steps of the parsonage. Part of Seaview
Inn was in the street, as well as debris from
other buildings, cars, etc.

Pastor Leonard Deakins and his family
told how they stood at the windows and
watched the water and logs swirling around
their house and the church. .....Due to the
church and parsonage being on high ground,
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there was little damage to the buildings.

25. Odd Fellows Hall....West corner 2nd and

G Sts. (32¥1.)

(BAFEE. WRL D OHEKES 71—
bo Gli) 2T/ [26] DEAKILELD b
4 74— b, Z_BERTTA)AIE (Lo F
vy F) Y. AL NAN307 41— MY
BBL.:, LEHORZIZMEENDH D ]

The Odd Fellows Hall located at Second
and G Streets was lifted completely from its
foundation and moved some 30 feet or more,
where it was depostied at a crazy angle with
the street.

It was a two-storied structure with a large
attic, built of redwood, with motised joints
at the corners, and was 93 years old at the
time of the disaster.

In size the building measured 60 ft. x 80ft.,
and contained two lodge rooms on the sec-

ond floor,

26. Del Norte Feed Store...North corner of
2nd and G Sts. (33&139H.)

[(Ry b¥av 7, BEEE. t— VA
W= LORLOREIC DWW HRIE 4 74— b
who BENE3,)

Broken boxes of insecticides, herbicides
and fertilizers, along with the contents of
smashed bottles of almost anything, mixed
together with salt water and silt, created an
acrid, offensive odor that stung the eyes and
nose. Shelves were broken and twisted and
a dirty ring around the center post in the
salesroom marked the high water at four feet.
The floor was covered by a slimy mixture of
silt and questionable products that made
walking hazardous at best.

27. Burtschells Paints....850 2nd St. (34
o)
(R ¥R, BABANS 71— b, Bi
s, Kiimrhr¥. HE I1oMEEbR

b. RMIZTREBRPOENSH D ]

50% of their stock was lost when three feet
of water rushed through the building scat-
tering everything in its path.

their large counter, which had been lifted
by the water, had settled back down on a can
of spray paint, .....

28. Gordon Johnson's Men's Store...887 2nd

St. (35&84F1.)

(B4HOBHORAR & 0 iFEsE. 181 12

HoTwad, BHEFESIE. 4 74— FALED
ANEBED LK EHAL, BENEON
T:o WEDGIZBRAKIRS 71— b Kk
1y

The back wall was opened up, as a car or
log crashed into it allowing over four feet of
water to gush through the store, destroying
65% of the merchandise.

29. Del Ponte Shoes...828 2nd St. (35& 138

Ho)

[%1-848 3rd 1= B#5, HODBPWHLESIZE
% LB AQ04 2nd L Rz > T, 828%
SHEYIOMTERAES 74— F, 902%5
INDJMTE6 74—t WFRIZLTHRR
ht', BT -ESRKINLY, POKE
BA—AY—BARFx Y EL>TWV,]
The large counter holding the cash regis-
ter was lifted by the water and moved to the
other side of the room at a 30 degree angle.
The vase of Trilliums Del had picked, and a
large Easter Lily were still upright on the
end of the counter.

By 1964, the business had expanded sev-
eral times and was located at 904 2nd Street.
The tidal wave destroyed 90% of the inven-
tory of the store.

30. Blue Roof Restaurant...East corner of
2nd and I Sts. (365{.)
(BRA6, B2 12 F 2 KIZAMOD

WLh2714—rMia@v, HEKEE 71—
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PO L, WETIXTE 6 71—+, BiTH
Eo FiTN$,]

31. Alyce Moseley...964 2nd St. (37H.)

(GBI b L= XHBoTWAHITHOD
WL ) BEE. KERE, HBHENE-
AAZMDNBIRINTHN TS, MED
Hor-Hitk, WRE ) DMEKET 71— b
FHE)

32. Coin Shop...978 2nd St. (37, 137H.)
(BATHsE. (33] DI3THODE®E LY
(31] DX, FL—r X, RiZBEHET,

BHOENEL R oTWLEME YN, KR
WKW EAL7-DTHAH, 7272, BAf
K&, BB LoM) LTWB, REBI2
WEkLehol, 72721, METIIHEIRE N
2bDELTRRENATVS,]

I looked at the non existing large plate
glass windows.

Fully stocked shelves were ripped from the
walls, and the back room partition and rear
wall were gone, (37H),

Wally:"Well, the coin shop was next to
Trehearne (137H).

33. Thorenson's Service Center ...East cor-
ner 2nd and J Sts. (38&137H.)

[hrE. BRILMRhTELH, BY

IEE2¥, HWELVHEERKEH 8 71—

o BCVR & D BPIREERIZT 74— b, ]

the water had been about seven feet deep
in the building, everything scattered all
over...mud up to your elbows, and it was quite
a sight.

..... I remember the back of the wall on my
building was pretty near clear out. And half
of my stuff was in his yard. That happened
when the water went back out."

34. The Star Barber Shop...between
Thorensens and Harbor Motors on the
South side of 2nd Street. (39F.)

[BAkeE. WEL W #EEKET 71—
PDE, WEERBIERRTH LA, 39HNE
Utk a e, BECHE. AR ENIZ L
ATWZV, 0HDEMIZHLBOKIZFNS
Lbodh,]

35. Harbor Motors...1087 2nd St. (39H.)

(40 DEWA O BATHEE. BE X Y #E
AKRT74—- Pk, B —ERRAF—-V 3
BEET.]

I was watching TV when they said a tidal
wave had hit Crescent City, but that it wasn't
as frightening as it sounded.

I looked out the front door, and saw five
cars floating up E Street, with no drivers.

36. Magrudesr's...1150 2nd St. (41§1.)

(SBAFEE. WL 2 L HERKET
74— b, MIETIIBIRS NENZA, BR
IR TH/E, TORMOY I Ll ) )
IDPITDENIZFONTIh B2 K TIXE
MAfL164 »F, B33 ~4 71— D
BEL 2o THEL, F7RBENRBIRINGD
72,

Running out barefoot we found logs bump-
ing against the front wall and water bubbling
up through the floor. There being no serious
damage done, and people around making
merry over it, we started back to bed.

Then hearing shouts that another one was
coming, I quickly put my family in the car
and told them to go.

As they left the second wave filled the store
with 16 inches of water......

As | started to see what I could salvage, a
wall of water 3 to 4 feet high hit the front
and the doors and walls started to crack.

37. Newman's Paints...1159 2nd St. (42
Ho)
(BAiEE. TN 42F) £h, 7)) *»

My BOMEST Yy ZEN D ?ME TKA

RIBATREL-LORED D, [(64) 128
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DR XBYFRMTL2HOERRD Y )
Frank McNamara ...arrived at the store a
little before the thid wave.
He called his wife on the phone, and as
the water kept coming up to his waist, he
said, "Pattie, I've got to get out of here ! "

38. Wells Fargo Bank...South corner 2nd
and L Sts. (425,)
(SBATFEE. KiR657 1 — b, WRWENR,
LGRS ¢ Uk:E 3
The six and a half feet of water played
havoc on the interior of the bank, but busi-
ness was resumed on Monday as usual.

39. Bob Ames Co....North corner 2nd and L

Sts. (43, 49, 5 W1105.)

(BArHE. WERLHMEESNDKET
74— b RTFLMOHMAKIL 4 71— o
IR, KERFRIKEMR/: & DEGE,
COKEEGE&GOME _AFo AN T
fiote ATV RE bHE. PO,
BhiY % K> THRA TV 72, )

...The third wave hit. "..The water is up to
the window." I went to look and it was like
looking in an aquarium. The water was four
feet up above the sidewalk. We decided we
could't get out so we went upstairs to a little
storage area......Then the fuses blew and we
had just gotten up there, when the windows
started breaking. It sounded like shotguns
going off. We found glass imbedded in the
back walls later. The two interior walls also
collapsed.

We decided to kick out a rear wall which
was made of corrogated sheet metal. ....

There was a car with two people inside
floating up L Street. A house came floating
by between our building and G&G Liquors.
We could hear a lady inside yelling for
help....Big flashes were coming from the

transformers.

40. Glenn's Bakery ...1238 2nd St. (44§1.)

[hAreE. RWLfEk s M sh, A4
ik, HBICHUIREN A, ML Y HEEKE
#771— b, BERLETRIBNZ-EVOEN
o TWAN, 1M0HOENRUMZEENTHR
2k, boAtiLoTwa,)

I watched the tidal wave come in from
about where Denny's is....The water was com-
ing in slowly with whirlpools behind it throw-
ing cars and everything. Transformers blew
at Nichols Pontiac and started fire.....Bob
Ames Furniture was next door. The water
picked up about 15 or 20 of their T.V's and
took them through a broken window to the
back of the bakery.... The counters were up-
rooted.... .The building was condemned.

41. Crescent Lumber....2nd and N Sts.

(45, 46¥.)

(SBAFohE. #HEKRIZE 74— F(H
Vi, FT Y ZIIRUESHN, 4 74— FD
AKiZEPATHEN, RB#HI007 1 —
(ZHERDH )]

I went to check on the lumberyard about
an hour after the first wave. I was near the
middle of the building when I heard a loud
roar. My truck was out front. I jumped in
the truck and about four feet of water picked
up the truck and drifted it behind McNamara
and Peepe.....The seismologist from the Uni-
versity of California said that the wave went
in like fingers. The debris snapped off tele-
phone poles and transformers blew, shoot-
ing up balls of fire.

Afterwards there was a horrendous
amount of fish. In some places there were
several feet of nothing but fish.......

Ray Schach, whose Crescent Lumber build-
ing was moved about 100 feet, found a strip
of the old Hobbs-Wall Railroad uncovered
by the tidal wave.
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42. Jackie Childs...534 1st St. (505.)

(BFkE. BEE Y HEEKE6 71—
bo MV, HBMORTH72DH, =D
IHhghAth, LENZ o7, 50HICH, #iL
ZERTOLHIOOLND, A FPOREKIEL
Led LeilWhROBLICHD L HIZRE
Lol:e LAL, BEOHO LOIEKIZSL «
ALLoTwi, FPIREEIZENAILAHN,
Vay 7x0OMBIIEHETH-7,]

When we saw our home again, it had
changed from a long straight house to an L
shape. We could see through the living room
window a vase still standing on a table.........

The cement floor in the family room had
been broken to slabs and was piled into the
center of the room. Although the fireplace
was completely destroyed, the china in the
buffet was unharmed.

43. Bay City Market...1/2 Block on G be-
tween 1st and 2nd Sts. (52¥1.)
(BAFTHEE. —HEMOLVEY SO
Do MEDIDODE 2 VAR F ) — T DRIR
Wiz, &AHEFHVRETCRMOERL G 2
TH kol WHE Y HEKES 71—}
§50]

The weekend display of picles and olives
looked as before, except the entire back sec-
tion had been removed by the water never
disturbing a single jar on display in the front.

90% of stock and fixtures were damage, and
it took seven weeks to rebuild and restock.

44. Greyhound Bus Depot...About 970 Front
St. (63KH.)

[BFFEE. HBOAZRL, TR
A/, A PMKIZ3 74— ML LTS
Nz, WELHHEEKES 71— ko)

The depot was completely destroyed with
just the shell left. The solid cement floor was
lifted three feet higher than its original

posityion.

45. Turf Club...North corner 1st and I Sts.
(65K.)
BAkE. iz ev, BRHY, Al

DBENXTHEIH L, BEL ) HEKE T

74— b,)

46. The Tides....155 1 St. (56F.)

(BFroEE. B, B _HETIIART,
a—b—R, BIKEOKEHZIHEIELLT
Weht, X—DEENLEE 2B LhHho
7o —PEDEIFTTRENLY., HiBE LOHL
ZELDERDYH, KN, HWE LY HEEK
RT 74— b WRATIRIRDEN,]

Water hadn't come in The Tide's yet from
the first two waves, but as the water started
coming in from the third wave we tried to
sweep it out....

In the meantime, the rising water forced
us to climb up on the bar.

As the water gushed in, the juke box by
the entrance started dancing like a puppet
toward the back, finally falling over on its
side and jammed in the entrance leading to
the dining room....

I grabbed hold of the top of the door lead-
ing to the restaurant and pushed hard as the
pressure of the water going back out tried to
suck us with it.

47. Royal Motel...Front and L Sts. (57, 180

Ho)

(BFeEE. WEIZIZENEL, KIZE %
N, ETORRS, FiiPoFHELbko7o L
DLk, LHL, RETHEINZRTIZL
Vo 1I80HICIRPERBEZOERH N, T /-
(63] i, COKRTFLDOR IR L
TWwa, WAL DHEEKES 74— b, HB—
WA LBEORK, Bk, BL
NOBMTFERELLY, Chidksns,
Dk, WHEIT LI L LA, ELRBOBEIA
KOLEIZENYBIT L hol:DhHY,
DFEBE 2O LN HVELT, W
VI3 TBBHEY., F0I)b AL
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WTIRERLZL R, FlRT, #rILE%
BMEICHNMLA, RIFEBEY ¥ —1—
F-EFLVTRO2HPo7,]

I awakened my husband, Lewis, who had
worked late, and then ran to awaken the
guests and returned to the office in water up
to my knees.

We all waded up to the Safeway while
Lewis drove our car out after we had gone.
We waited until the water receded, and re-
turned to clean up, with guests grabbing
brooms ....

During the second wave, Lewis attempted
to get a ladder out so we could get up on the
roof but the water swept the ladder out of his
hands.

In between the second and third wave we
all managed to get out of the motel, except
an elderly couple, Mr. and Mrs. Buckhart
who's car was stuck atop a log and refused
to leave without their two little dogs, and my
husband who refused to leave without them.

...Finally Mr. and Mrs. Buckhart decided
to abandon their car and try and get out with
their two little dogs.

They found it impossible to get through the
current holding the dogs, and they were
swept out of their hands. Taking hold of one
another they fell several times, but finally
someone picked up and got them up the street
to safety.......

We lost our motel, all our funiture and
most of our personal belongings, but we have
our family and we are grateful to God for
sparing our lives.

The two little dogs were found in one of
the rooms of the Thuderbird Motel by Mrs.
Mehlhoff.

48. Thunderbird Motel...1/2 Block on L be-
tween 1st and 2nd Sts. (46,58.)
(BATHE. BHEE P~ fIAN»IX (25

—30A) IIRIROE~, HBHEIRH LB O

LAl TiTo 7z, R & b HEEKE 8
71— b, S6HIZ—REDBENELTVWIER
N, ZRIIRDS Lo 1Bk, WROK
RIAWMY L 7DHDTH ),

B_EonL, bIRboEE o TTH
KT - RBENZOE T VORBIZEY
a o7 o ]

As Walter and Nadine Mehlhoff (owners)
led their guests to the second stroy, They all
remained calm....

Jim had also purchased a brand new car,
after working at many jobs to pay for it. He
said to his Mom, "That's my car's horn blow-
ing down there. I'm just glad I'm not in it."

Some of guests climbed upon the roof where
they had quite a bird's eye view. (58 )

Police officer Johann Jochimsen tells : Af-
ter the second wave hit, we all thought that
it was over. I was inspecting the damage
when I got caught downtown by another
wave. I scrambled onto the roof of the
Thunderbird Motel but not before getting
soaked to the skin. I had plenty of company.
Twenty-five to thirty people from the motel
also climbed up on the roof. We watched cars
float up L Street, horns blaring. (465) .

49. Buckner's Auto Mart (60¥.)
[(KELZHMADPHKA. BRIOFT - BES
Lo 7]

There were three 18x24 steel rollers doors
ripped off our building They weighed two or
three tons each and we never found a trace
of them. Some big timber came in, must have
been 12x12 and 20' to 30' long. The end was
taken off the building. Not a window or door
was left in the place.

There was a two ton Chevy truck that had
been washed the full length of the building.
A Buick sedan was on top of the truck bed,
and a foreign car was piled on top of the
Buick.
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50. McClendon Building...North corner 1st
and K Sts. (61, 67, T4F.)
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Prior to the tsunami, we had property on
Front Street between M and N. This prop-
erty consisted of the concrete two-story build-
ing on the corner of Front and M and two
office buildings on the corner of Front and
N, with a frame house directly behind where
an elderly woman by the name of Mable Vio-
let Martin lived.....

While we were making the rounds of es-
tablishments, the third surge brought water
and small drift material over the Front Street
curb, with water flowing up K, Land M
Streets up to and a little past Second Street.
Thinking the worst was over, I went back
home where again I was watching the TV
news of the damage in Alaska, when the
lights went out and the fire siren began blow-
ing. The time on my wall clock showed 1: 46

Our two office buildings and the house
where Mrs. Martin lived had vanished and
the concrete building at Front and M was
standing but damaged. Furtherr down the
street towards the Seaside Hospital, the

Royal Motel and the new Thunderbird Mo-
tel had severe damage. Cliff Moore's place
was buckled and where the present B St. is,
a trailer had been up-ended and was stick-
ing high into the air......... even the two story
0Odd Fellow's-Masonic Temple had been torn
loose from its foundation and moved. ...

The old Ford Agency building, leased by
Harold Thorenson was blocking 2nd St., and
over all was scattered merchandise from
stores, logs, drift material and slime from
ocean. To the best of my recollection, every
building along Second St., and those between
Front and 2nd St. was destroyed, or suffered
extensive damage, such as the Tides.
Trehearne's building had buckled so that the
sides were bulged, and Hiller's Service Sta-
tion was completely missing. The old Piggly
Wiggly building (occupied by Bob Ames), was
standing as was Glen' Bakery, but suffered
extensive damage. At the corner of 2nd and
N, Crescent Lumber Co. Building was moved
and stackes of lumber that had been decked
were no longer visible.

On Third St. the damage was obvious.
G&G liquor store took a beating with con-
siderable mechandise floating with the tide.
The same held true with the Ben Franklin
Store and the old Safeway now Beno's. Daly's
and First Western Bank were badly damage,
along with houses and homes clear up to 5th
St. Damage along #101 south of town was
equally depressing, and at the harbor, the
Grotto and other buildings had taken a dev-
astating beating, As the water in the bay
receded before surges, fishing boats and
crafts in the bay settled on the sand. Those
that remained upright floated clear as the
water came back, but those boats and crafts
that had turned on their sides filled with
water and were inundated, crating serious
salvage problems for the owners.,...

I was walking by a protion of the roof of
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the house when I heard crying. A closer in-
vestigation revealed that part of the roof had
come down over the floor and bed, with
rafters pinning Mrs. Matin. The floor had
been bouyant enough to float that part of the
building safely around obstacles and depos-
ited it on a level piece of ground where lum-
ber had been previously stacked. Mrs. Mar-
tin could not move, and she had no idea what
had happened. With help from a Pacific
Power and Light crew, we raised that part of
the roof off Mrs. Martin and got her safely to
Seaside Hospital.

50— 1. Mable Martin, (80¥(),
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Mable Martin Story...

For the second time in my 75 years on earth
I was left without my home and personal
possessions....

I awoke alone a few minutes before the
fourth wave struck, raised up in bed and
looked out the window.

A piece of plywood replacing one side of
the window ripped off and went flying.

The house gave lurch and started to jerk
and wobble, but I didn't know at the time it
was moving, although I was awake the whole
"livin" time.

Finally the roof fell in on me, ripping the
head-board from my bed and pinned my left
arm across my chest.

When things quieted down, I tried to raise
up, but could only move my head to one side.

When daylight began to creep in, I could
see that one whole corner of the room had
been torn off. As more light came in, I could
see rocks and mud outside. I also saw the
old electric light plant put up by the Hobbs
and Wall Co.

51. Nickols' Pontiac...Hwy 101 (625{.)

(BT 79 I0OR. KELEERIKE
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Gerald Nickols went down after the fourth
wave, but waited as he could do nothing
about the damage.

As a huge power transformer blew, and the
juice was flowing directly into the main box.
The building caught fire.

The fire spread to Texaco nest door, and
as the high tanks caught, they fell, spread-
ing the fire to Union Oil.

52. Union Oil Co... (62F.)
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The huge log came through the back gate
and knocked the large gasoline truck back
nearly 50 feets. It was literally melted by the
heat from the gasoline tanks which caught
from the exploding Texaco tanks that
toppled, spreading the fire to Unin Oil.

53. Texaco.... (62, 63F.)
BFHE. 1BbroLAE, BN
#r, Vm—3HV) v EROIN Ty %
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About midnight I looked down the street
toward Elk Creek and water was coming
down the highway. It started as a little
stream, and then, all of a sudden, there was
water all over the place, with logs slamming
into cars and people shouting.

I began to get worried as water came right
to the edge of the station drive, but it soon
began to subside.....

Shortly after 1: 00 A.M. another wave
started down the street, ....

As the water came all the way into the sta-
tion about six inches deep, we all got excited
of the possibility of fire and electrical shock,
but calmed down as it began to go back out
again.

I then moved my car to higher ground, and
Sonny moved a truck loaded with gas to the
outside driveway and I called my relief man
to come down so that we could get the truck
out.

While we were waiting for the relief man
to arrive, the "Big" one come in...........

As we still had lights then we could see
huge logs and cars floating down the street.
The 13 ton truck Sonny had parked in front

went floating off like a boat.

Sonny and his wife in the car were being
moved around as the water was seven or
eight feet deep, and electrical shock was
paramount in my mind, but the station didn't
catch fire.

Through one of the side windows I could
see flames flickering, and after what seemed
like an eternity, the water began going down.

We managed to get down and waded
through three feet of water, to find that the
flames were from the Nickols' Pntiac build-
ing.

As we got a little farther out there was the
gasoline truck that had bashed in the garage
door of Nickols', and a junction box right in-
side the door had broken loose and caught
fire.

There was a fire extinguisher on the truck,
but the broken wires hanging over it and the
strong smell of gas, helped us to decide to
get out of there before it exploded.

After we got Sonny's wife and started wad-
ing out, we could see that two of our storage
tanks had been knocked over and would spill
gas and oil on the water.

This hastened our retreat, and as we
reached the Thunderbird Motel, the tanks
or the truck exploded....

The fuel tank burned for three of four days.

54. Undersea Gardens (658.)

...only six inches of water was recorded in
the gift shop and very little damage to mer-
chandise.

The loss of the aquarium specimens was
due to the electrical failure and evacuation
of the area.

55. Breakers Motel (66F.)
BHRAE, >FXr - Fyzilh ? kit
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The restaurant was a total loss, as water,
forced under the building, had no place to go
and blew the floors. Units Number 12 and
14, the storeroom and the laundry were so
seriously damaged that they had to be torn
down. The damage done was due to one ot
the houses behind the motel that tore loose
from its foundation and bumped along that
side of the motel.

56. Van's Motel (66, 67FH. 64 I.EH S
D)
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The office and two units, all that is left of
Van's Motel is shown on the left hand side,
blocking Highway 101.

..... Motel units were moving by, turning
slowly and collapsing like paper before their
eyes...

In waist-high water they moved away from
the beach. The water was still moving inland.

They encountered a young couple carrying
their two babies. The mother was hysteical
and fell into a post hole that only a short time
gefore had held a telephone or power pole.....
LLoyd Meirendorf, manager of Van's Motel
said.... (67H)

By the time I got back, the fourth wave
came in.

Units that had concrete foundations didn't
move, but the ones without floated. The

people were safe if they stayed inside. Some
of the people went into the washroom, I told
them to stay there, but one woman panicked
and left with her little boy. A log hit her and
mashed her up against a car. The boy got
washed around but didn't get hurt.

57. DN Civilian Defense Director tells..

(68, 85H.)
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Appproximately at 12 midnight, we had a
surge of water in the streets which was ac-
cording to the warning and, of course, later
at approxiimately12 : 30 to 1: 00 we had a
second surge. ....

In the meantime, we had the third surge
and the fire at Texaco, telephones and light
were going out, and most areas were blocked
by driftwood, etc. Later came the fourth
surge at approximately 2 : 00 A.M.

58. Harbor View Grotto (69H.)

(2R TORW. YO METE7 14—+
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The Grotto was moved 33 inches off of its
foundation when 7 1/ 2 feet of water rushed
through what is known as the chart room.

The Dock Cafe and the Sea Scouts Build-
ing across the street from the Grotto were
washed over into the Olson Shipping Lum-
ber Co. yards. The Cafe was smashed beyond
repair, and fish and sport shops next to the
Grotto were almost completely demolished.

59. LA MN—24 (70H.)

[vF Xy Fo o0 D REED D
MMLULOBRIZENDBEMNS, KEET
%64 ¥.)

Harry Albin, Eugene Evanow and Marvin
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Rude, in an attempt to safety, made it only to
the brick restrooms. Kicking out a window
they managed to get on top of the building.
With the water only about six inches below
the roof they were sitting on, they had a real
birdseye view of everything going in all di-
rections, all the while wondering when they
would become part of it.

60. Citizen's Dock (72F.)
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The first wave came over the dock about
12 inches high, flooding an area of about 30
feet, but causing no serious damage.

Carl Brower, chaiman of Harbar commis-
sion being there, checked the dock for dam-
age. The concrete baffels had started to go,
but not so that they couldn't be repaired......

The second and third waves actually did
little damage, although the current was run-
ning against the ground with terrific suction.
But as the third wave emptied out, the en-
tire harbor was emptied like a huge basin,
and boats were laid over on their sides.....

As the fourth wave came in, it picked up
lumber, pieces of dock, all types of debris and
rolled over the jetty.

The Sea Scouts building was shoved across
to hit Tommy's Fish Market, and the Sport
Shop demolishing everything. The new Har-
bor Commission and Coast Guard buildings
were picked up and disappeared over the
south jetty.

Boats were cracking up and sinking along
with the "Idle Hour" and the "Rainadune."
Seven or eight boats were piled up against

the southwest portion of Whale Island.

26 boats were sunk in all, and some might
have survived the night, but were moored at
both ends, which caused considerable dam-

age to them.

61. Kincaid®, Harold H. Evans....1151

Second Street. (77H.)
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The night of the tidal wave, Sgt. Nations
gave me orders to go and see how Mrs.
Kincaid and her son Bob were after the third
wave. So I had a state road grader take me
down to the Kincaids' residence, 1151 Sec-
ond Street. The water from the third wave
was about three feet deep outside and up to
the floor level as their house is elevated. Mrs.
Kincaid came to her door. I asked her if ev-
erything was alright. She assured me it was
okay but water got up on her floor. Her son
was outside turning the butane off. I went to
see how he was and help him back into the
house.

I asked if there was any place she could go
quickly. She said the only place was the
Frank Newman's place, next door upstairs.
...I took her slippers over to the steps, which
were about 15 feet from the front door. On
my way back to the house the fourth wave
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had started in. I opened the door and said,
"Hurry up, another wave is coming." Grab-
bing Mrs. Kincaid, we went to the steps of
the porch. I was going to carry her over to
the other steps but the current was too
strong. I told them we would have to stick it
out in the house.

We closed the door and water started to
seep through. I looked out the window and
saw two cars floating by as water started to
break up the floor. Then, I saw Hiller's Shell
Station across the street short-out, and the
lights all over went out.....

When the water had reached four feet
when the house started to move. It turned
around so we were going backwards and we
could see water about a foot on the bedroom
window. The house tore out the front part of
Newman's store, thus the one side of Kincaid's
house came off. It tore down part of Magruder's
sign, and it finally came to rest behind Glen's
Bakery two blocks away.

62. Gary Clawson Story....Long Branch Tav-
ern, Elk Creek (79H.)
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The patrolman yelled, "Get out, another
wave is coming ! "

As I headed out the front door I saw the

back part of my car standing over Dod's.

That's how fast it happened.

By that time water was coming in the back
door, and everybody jumped up on anything
they could-the juke box, the bar, anything.

The whole west wall of the Long Branch
caved in and the lights went out. The floor
buckled around the posts, and the wood floor
was all that held the place together.

We rode it out in water with just head
space to breathe in.

The water got smooth as glass and you
could see stuffin the water going by, as Bruce
and I boosted everybody up on the roof.

I decided to swim out and get a boat, as
the Texaco Plant caught fire, and we were
afraid of the concussion if it should blow.

McQire and I swam out to his place and I
brought a boat back in a pickup. ......

When I rowed back out to the Long Branch,
and all seven of us had gotten into the boat,
the water was still smooth as it hadn't started

We were about two or three boat lengths
from the bank when the water started to re-
cede, and we realized we were in the worst
place we could possibly be, right on Elk
Creek.

We didn't have time to turn the boat, and
were pulled sideways down to the bridge at
the mouth of Elk Creek. Bruce, just happened
to be up on his knees, paddling, and he
lunged forward and grabbed the bridge so
he didn't go through.

My mother, and father, Nita and Earlk
Joanie and I went under the bridge.

All the debris was piled up on the steel
grating on the other end. We, of course, hit
it with tremendous force.

The white water hitting all the debris lit
up the area like a neon light. I distinctly
remenber seeing my mother, father and
Joanie about 30 feet in front of me.
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63. Peter and Josie Yanner ...178 2nd St.
(80H.)
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Our home at 178 2nd Street was a total
loss, along with our car, which went across
the street into the brush.

My husband and I were asleep and were
awakened by the flashes, through the win-
dow of live wires coming down.

We were almost knocked under the table
as we tried to get out through the kitchen to
the back door. The door was stuck, but we
managed to kick it down and waded out,
waist deep, after the last wave.

I was born in Crescent City 62 years ago,
and hope never again to see such destruc-
tion as this, that took not only our home, but
the home also, of my sister, Mable Martin.

64. Frank Beynton (80¥.)
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The phone awakened me at 1.00 A. M. and
a voice said, "You had better get out of there,
you're surrounded by water." Sure enough I
was !

I looked out my second story window in
time to see the water recede, and by now cars

going up and down Second Street were very
reassuring........

I decided to stay where I was rather than
try to make it to high ground.

Mr. Anderson, in the apartment next to
me, grew excited as a new surge gained
depth, and he broke one of his windows, and
scrambled out onto the roof adjoining the
Royal Motel.

I returned to my apartment and looked out
the west window in time to see my automo-
bile and the house next door slide by and dis-
appear around the end of the store below me.

This, the most severe wave, had reached
almost to my level, and Newman's entire
Paint Shop had been washed out front and
back leaving a tangled mess.

65. Donald McClue (815{.)
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On the 27th of March, 1964, at approxi-
mately 2330 hours, Sgt. McClue and I were
on the sand bar at the mouth of the Klamath
River eel fishing by lantern and moonlight.
Suddenly, and without warning, there was a
loud crash that resembled a cannon shot and
we looked up to see a wall of water about 12
feet high coming over the top of the bar.

66. Eleven Rankins survive ... (85§.)
(7Lt PARBMDELS LW AR
B, MEWERAEKLL 272D HEZI )
Mr. Rankin went to warn the owner of
Crescent City Lumber when he saw him
working in his office. (That building was
moved about 100 feet).....when the fourth
wave came in. We tried to get out but the
water was rising so fast we could not.....
My husband never got out of the water al-
though it was up to his chest and wires were



XKEZ Lty MBI 219647 7 A 7 ik 93

popping and cracking all around us. When
the water came down enough to open a win-
dow, he went out to see....

The only thing that prevented the house
from leaving its foundation, was a heavy old
Wells Fargo safe, the kind that had big
wheels..

67. M.D.MC Guire eye witness story (87,

885.)
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I stopped at the Long Branch to get a pack
of cigarettes, and the first wave had knocked
out the cash register.

The gal was having to make change out of
her purse, and a guy came running in and
said, "Watch out, the second one is coming!"...
and then the bore came and it came straight
across the street, then it hit us. It looked
like we were in a submarine going
down....glub, glub, glub, glub, ....

I jumped up on a shuffleboard, and the
shuffleboard was in between a doorway, and
then when it hit, the water blew in and
knocked one of the sidewalls out and it left
it wide open to the night. Really, it was a
beautiful moonlit night out there. Then, the
building came to a stop. By that time house
trailers and things were all passing us; then
more of the floor and underpinnings were
torn away and we'd pass the other stuff, then
grind to a halt and then we would go again!
It was just a round robin !

When it finally quit, we, Gary and myself,
helped everbody up on top of the roof-Mr.
Clawson, and his wife and Gary's girl friend,
the bartender, bar maid and boyfriend, all
up on top of the roof....About that time
Nickols's Pontiac started on fire and the

Texaco place starting going...there were
those 200 gallon tanks around us with pro-

I don't remember too much about spark-
ing power lines, but I remember the fire. The
sparking may have been before I got out in
that area, | remember the fire starting small
inside the building (Nickols) though I can't
really pinpoint it.

68. Mary Davis Raymond remembers...
(88, 142, 1515.)
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In 1964 I was 17 and a senior in high

Our house was located on the S.E. corner
of 2nd and E. Streets, where the Teamaster
Apartments are today. The property ex-
tended from Front to 2nd Streets and sloped
from street level on the Front Street end to
approximately 3 feet above street level on
the 2nd Street end. There was a stone and
concrete retaining wall across the front and
tapering down the E Street side. The house
faced 2nd Street and sat back about 20 feet
from the wall. Behind the house was de-
tached garage and the remainder of the land
was bare. ...

Around midnight a new bulletin came on
the Eureka channel which I was watching
and announced that a tidal wave had been
generated by the Alaskan earthquake. Field
Landing and other low-lying areas near Eu-
reka were advised to evacuate, but no men-
tion was made of Crescent City. I woke Mom
and Dad and they came out to watch for any
further bulletins. Shortly it was announced
that a small wave had hit Crescent City.
During high tides it was common for Elk
Creek on the south end of town to back up
and flood the surrounding area. Dad was con-
cerned that water would get into Newman's

Paints which he was managing, so we drove
down to check for damage. The store was lo-
cated on 2nd between K and L- next to
Alotts's. There was no sign of water.....

There was comments made about the "big
wave" as we walked back to the house. Sev-
eral times in previous years there had been
alerts when we packed valuables into the car
and drove up on Howland Hill to watch the
wave come in. Of course, none had ever ac-
tually materialized before. Dad walked back
into their bedroom which had a window fac-
ing Front Street. Suddenly he yelled, "Oh
my God-look out the side window ! " Mom
and I, still in the living room, looked out in
time to see about 6 feet of water wash around
the corner and carry off my brother Dick's
Scout. (..We found it the next day on top of
another car in front of the Nazarene Church.)
We ran out on the front porch and watched
helplessly as the water rose to within a foot
of the top step. It was like standing on a rock
at the beach and watching the tide come in
around you. It seemed that the wave came
in slowly, but receeded with terrific speed.
When it had gone out, Dad ran across the
street to Al and Ruby Del Ponte's house-now
the Nazarene parsonage- and banged on their
door to waken them Since their garage was
quite high above street level, neither of their
cars was damaged and they immediately of-
fered one to us. ...

When we got to the cabin, mom and Dad
stayed up and listened to KPOD as Bill
Stamps tried to keep us informed of what
was happening. There were rumors of an-
other, lager wave coming and sometime dur-
ing the night Dad woke me to say that our
home was probably gone. Thank god it was
only a rumor....

Miraculously, no water had gotten into the
house. Richard and Jackie Childs' home was
on the lot next to us on the Front Street end.
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It was reported that they woke to find their
bed floating near the ceiling. When the wave
receeded, the force was so great that the
house was broken in two.

The entire block was condemned in a sub-
sequent urban renewal project. We were told
that a park was to be constructed on that
spot. But somewhere along the way plans
were changed. The only thing remaining on
that block is a section of stone which was
adjacent to the Dodge Inn. I believe it was
part of a storehouse built in the 1800's. There
is a marker on the wall, but it is not noticable
due to the apartments surrounding it.....

A few of the buildings still remaining are:
the Oasis, House of flowers, KPOD, the Surf
Hotel, Endert's Drugs, Gordon Johnson's, the
Triplicate office, Everett's Club and the other
businesses in that complex, the Turf club and
the Antlers. Destroyed were: Magruder's Gift
Shop, Roy Deo's service station, Vern Eller's
garage, Millers Fountain, Trehearne's, the
entire block-both sides of the street- between
I and J Streets along 2nd, Glen Bakery on
2nd between M and N Streets, the 100F
Building and library on the corner of 2nd and
G, a home on the N.E. corner of 2nd and F
and a boarding house on the S.E. corner.

69. Peggy Coons, Curator of the Lighthouse
(90¥,)
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The third wave was even larger. When it
reached the south end of town, sparks flew.
A fire started and spread rapidly, lighting
up the sky and water around the bay. More
lights went out along Highway 101. The wa-
ter withdrew as if someone had pulled the
plug. It receded a distance of three quarters
of a mile from shore....

The basin was dry. At citizen's dock, the
large lumber barge was sucked down to the
ocean floor....

In the distance, a black wall of water was
rapidly building, evidenced by a flash of
white as the edge of the boiling and seething
water reflected the moonlight. ...

Then the mammoth wall of water came
barrelling toward us. It was a terrifying mass
of water, stretching up from the ocean floor
and looking much higher than the island. ...

When the tsunami assaulted the shore, it
was like a violent explosion. A thunderous
roar mingled with all the confusion. Every-
where we looked buildings, cars, lumber and
boats shifted around like crazy....

By this time, fire had spread to the rup-
tured Texaco bulk tanks. They started ex-
ploding one after another, lighting up the
sky.

70. Phyliss Lizotte (90§.)
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Our house was picked up and moved across
the highway while a neighbor's was turned
around on the foundation. Hardly anything
in the house was disturbed. Flowerpots were
still sitting on the windowsills.

71. Carter Plays mother hen to fishing fleet
(91H.)
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Damages in Crescent City Harbor are ex-
tremely heavy with fifteen fishing boats cap-
sized and three unaccounted for. Eight boats
are sunk in the fishing moorage area, one
was washed over the fuel dock and lodged
between it and the inner sea wall, severral
boats were washed onto the beach at the
beachfront development site, and the rest are
in scattered areas....

Lumber from Citizen's Dock was scattered
up and down the highway and along the
beaches while lumber piles at Dutton'Dock
were virtually untouched....

In the Citizen's Dock area, buildings were
swept completely away with the Coast Guard
building being taken out to sea. It was
sighted and taken in tow by the Cutter Cape
Carter, but, due to other necessities, was
released. The Dock Cafe was lifted on the
waves and carried gently past the Orange
Front and lodged in a nearby lumber yard.
Only the small concrete block restroom
stands.

72. Brookings coast guard assists (915{.)
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Coast Guardsmen discovered the Coast
Guard building floating about three miles
offshore. They towed the building back to

its home port ...

73. Ross and Jeannie Talbot of Lighthouse
Gifts & Tackle (91¥.)
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The last wave went clear back behind the
building. There was only about 4 inches in-
side, but it was up to the window sills out-
side. We went up the ladder onto the roof.
We could see the units of lumber floating up
Citizen's Dock Road. Highway 101 was en-
tirely blocked by lumber and debris. We could
see and hear the power poles shooting off.
The noise was horrible....

When we got to ElkS Valley Road, there
was a two story house sitting in the middle
of the highway.

74. Port facilities wiped out (92§ .)
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The new office building of the Crescent City
Harbor Commission had been moved entirely
away. The Dock Cafe had washed across the
street onto the lumber yards of the Olson
Shipping Company and had come to rest with
a sports shop and fish jammed against one
side, the Sea Scout Building turned over and
on its side against another, and a boat from
the bay against still another.

Habor Commission Chairman Carl Brower
said first estimates were that from 22 to 30
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commercial fishing boats, including his own
were lost. While some of the boats were
floated or hurled ashore, skindivers were lo-
cating others on the bottom of the bay, and
some can be restored to valuable use.

Lumber stacks from Olson and Pacific In-
land Navigation Company yards were scat-
tered over a wide area.

Most of the floor from Sause Brothers dock,
(not currently in use) was uncapped from the
piling and depostied on the Crescent City
habor front. Dutton's dock appeared to have
escaped any major damage.

75. Local fires follow tidal wave (92¥.)
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Escaped gasoline, sparked by tidal wave
of early Saturday morning caused electrical
shorts, were the main factor that caused de-
struction of the Shell Oil Company bulk plant
and tanks, and Nichols Pontiac just south of
oil plant and tanks.

Fire Chief Lyle Griffin said men and equip-
ment of the Crescent City Fire Protection
District answered the alarm at 2 : 05 a.m.,
but were blocked with several feet of water
between that had rolled in on U.S. Highway
101. "Until we encountered the water" he
said "we did not know about the wave."

When the department finally did reach the
scene, they were trapped for a time with gaso-
line that had ignited from a short, then they
were ordered away because of a new tidal
wave alert.

Also at 2 o'clock Sunday morning and per-
haps because of wave shattered telephone
service, the home of Haskel Smith at 2465
Hodge Avenue in the Bertsch Tract was a
total fire loss.

"Smith got his wife and six children from
the house" Griffin said "but the alarm was
delayed until a neighbor had taken his car
and contacted a California Highway Patrol-
man directing traffic around the Crescent
city disaster area."

The patrolman radioed in the alarm, Grif-
fin added, but by the time 17 firemen who
answered the call arrived, the house was
tofar gone to save. Cause of fire is unknown.

76. Army engineers tackle big job (94H.)
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Demolition of buildings and cleaning out
debris, first started by the City of Crescent
City, was turned over to army engineers at
midweek last week. The engineers, who came
in under provisions of the Federal Disaster
Relief Law, are doing the work through pri-
vate contractors.

Also facing the engineers will be the job of
repair or replacing damaged or destroyed
public facilities, auch as Citizen's Dock, a
section of the seawall off Front Street, the
ocean outfall from the city sewer system, etc.

77. Red Cross disaster data (95F.)

Red Cross assistance to disaster victims
in Del Norte County reached 103 families,
and a total of $58,285.00 was given in grants.
The assistance was provided for the follow-
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ing needs : Food, clothing, rent and other
maintenace - $8,308.00 ; rebuilding and re-
pair of homes - $21,600.00 ; household fur-
nishings - $7,853.00 ; medical nursing and
burial costs - $4,035.00 ; occupational sup-
plies and equipment to restore small busi-
nesses - $12,052.00 ; and mass care during
the emergemcy period. including Welfare
inquiry costs, amounting to $4,377.00.

An estimated 500 disaster victimes and
emergency workers were fed during the pe-
riod March 28th through April 7th. Also
many of these received meals during the en-
tire period. 84 families were assisted with
food, clothing and other maintenanceT : 11
with repair or rebuilding of their homes ; 22
with household furnishings ; 19 with medi-
cal, nursing or burial expenses ; 13 with oc-
cupational supplies and equipment. While
the Red Cross disaster headquarters has
been closed as of April 30, Red Cross remains
in Del Norte county as it has been in the past.

78. "Comeback " County on skids. Los An-
gels Times, August 15, 1967 (136,151
Ho)
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It left 11 dead and 29 city blocks in total
or partial ruin - a loss of more than $16
million....

"Crescent City never had tidal wave dam-
age before, may never have it again," said
Mayor Peepe. "Yet we realize we could have
another tsunami tomorrow."

"However, we are much better prepared to
withstand the ravages of the sea if another
occurs. Structures destroyed in the tidal wave

were old, frame buildings. The new business
section buildings are sturdy structures of
steel and concrete block."

79. Jim Custer, then Deputy Sheriff, re-

members. (1405.)
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As we left we went across the street to the
Long Branch and warned the people there.
Gary Clawson was singing and playing his
guitar. His mother and father, another
couple and his girlfriend were there. They
were celebrating his father's birthday. Five
of those poeple perished in the disaster.

80. Noel LaCombe (141§{.)
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I had the service station at 9th and L, a
Signal Oil Station.....

Around 12 : 00 p.m., as | was getting ready
to close up, a California Highway Patrolman
came in and asked me to stay open because
there had been a tidal wave....

All the sevice stations near town were
flooded by the tidal wave. People started com-
ing in to get gas......

Two fellows pulled in to get gas at about
the same time. One said, "Give me all you
can, | want to go see this tidal wave. " The
other said, "Give me all you can, I've seen the
tidal wave and I want to get out of here ! "
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81. Warren Richardson reports : (141§.)
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Crescent City Lions sponsored the Sea Ex-
plorer Scouts. Their building at the Citizen's
Dock was washed away....We rebuilt our
building which is now owned and used by
the Fisherman's Wives.

82. Eugene Evanow adds: (141§{.)
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We were trying to launch a skiff and had
to quit when the water started coming in.
We climbed on top of the building contain-
ing restrooms. A transformer was knocked
down and sparks were shooting in the air.
There were cars floating by with their lights
blinking and horns honking. (Ardes Sverum
also noted this phenomenon and explained
that the salt water caused the wires to short.)
My boat broke loose and was found tied to
the whistle buoy.



